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Prcsidcnt Dcbby Barrctt,SPcakcrOfthcHOuscAustin

Knudscn,HOusc MinOrity Lcadcr and Lcgisiativc Council

Prcsidcnt Chuck Huntct Scnatc MinOnty LcadcrJOn ScSSO,

and MOntana DcPartmCnt OfCorrcctiOns(DOC)DircctOr

Mikc Batista rcqucstcd suPPort frOm lhe Pew Charitable

Trusts(Pclvl and thc U.S.DcPartmCnt OfJustた Ct Burcau Of

JusttcAsistancc(BJA)[o cxPlorc a“ justた c rdn1/cstmcn♂

aPPrOach tO rcducc cOrrcctions sPcnding and rcinvcst

savings in stratcgics that can rcducc rccid市 km and imprOvc

public safcty.DcsPitC dCClining crimc in rcccnt ycars,court

cascs involving fc10ny Orenses in Montana hⅣ c incrcased

signincantl)ら and MOntana's PrisOn POpulatiOn is On the

risc lllc PrisOn POpulatiOn currcntly cxcccds caPacity and

is proicctcd tO COntinuc tO grow to l19 perccnt Ofcapacity

by FY2025.h Partncrshゃ wlh PCW and BJA,lhc COundl

OfStatc Govcrnmcnts(CSG)JustiCC CCntcr wilI PrO宙 dc

intcnsivc tcchnical assistancc to hclP cOHcct and analyzc data

and dcvc10P aPPrOPriatC POlicy oPtiOns fOr thc statc.

lhe MOntana lcgislature had enactcd Scnate Bi11 224 in

APri1 2015 tO cstablish the state's biPartiSan,intcrbranch

Commission On Scntcncing,which calls upOn dcsignccs
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from all three branches of government, as well as srate

and local criminal justice system stakeholders, to study

the state's criminal justice system, including the impact

ofexisting sentencing policies and pracrices on the statet

system. Senator Cynthia \[olken (D) chairs the commission,

and Senator Krlsten Hansen (R) serves as vice-chair of rhe

commission.r

Under the direcrion of rhe l5-member commission, CSG

Justice Center staffwill conduct a comprehensive analysis

ofextensive data collected from various state agencies. To

help build a broad picture of starewide criminaljustice

trends, additional data from local governmenrs on counry

jails and county probation will be collected and analyzed

where possible. CSG Justice Cente r staff also will convene

focus groups and lead interviews with people working on

the front lines o[Montanat criminal jusrice system. Based

on these exhaustive quantitarive and qualitarive analyses,

the commission will develop policy oprions for the 2017

legislature's consideration.

This overview highlights some recent criminal iustice rrends

in Montana that the commission and CSG Jusrice Center

staffwill explore in the coming months.

Criminal Justice System Trends in Montana
Montana's ζotalindex critte rate declined

Si鷲籟|ゞ :CaFl饉‡ソin re鏃◎稀t year修 .

■ Bctwccn CY2008 and CY2013,Montanat rcsidcnt

POpulatiOn incrcascd 5 Pcrccnt,frOm 976,415 tO

l,o14,864 PcOplc.2

I During the same period, Monrana's reported index crimes

declined by 3 percent, from 29,313 ro 28,520 reported

index crimes.3
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扁 Bctwccn CY2008 and CY2013,Montanat tOtalindcx

crimc ratc dcclincd 7 Pcrccnt,frOm 3,030 to 2,810

rCPOrtCd indcx crimcs PCr 100,000 rcsidcnts.In thc samc

PCriOd,thC natiOnalindcx crimc ratc dccreascd 16 Percent,

from 3,673 to 3,099 indcx crimcs Pcr 100,000 rcsidcnts.4

MOntanaも PrOPcrty Crimc ratc has gcncrally fo‖ Owcd

national trcnds,declining 6 pcrccnt betwccn CY2008 and

CY2013,frOm 2,719 to 2,557 rcportcd PrOPcrty Crimcs

PCr 100,000 rcsidcnts.5「 Lc natiOnal proPcrty Crimc ratc

dccrcascd 15 Pcrccnt during thc samc PcriOd,frOm 3,215

to 2,730 rcPortCd PrOPcrty crimcs Pcr 100,000 rcsidcnts.6

日 Bctwccn CY2008 and CY2013,Montanaも 宙Olcnt crimc

ratc dccrcascd 19 Pcrccnt,frOm 31l to 253 rcPortcd viOlent

crimes Pcr 100,000 rcsidcnts,7 During thc samc PcriOd,the

national vi01cnt crimc ratc dcclincd 20 pcrccnt,frOm 459

to 368 rcPOrtCd V101cnt criincs Pcr 100,000 rcsidcnts.8

Эespite a dectrtta5e in reported index cFiFVneS:

court cases involving fetony offenses httve

酢:sen shaFply‡轟recent yeaFs,

日 In CY2008,Montana had z264 cascs involving fc10ny

OfFenscs in thc District Court,which by CY2014 had

incrcascd by 29 Pcrccnt(9,339 cascs).9

vett with ttettlt昴 ;翔 g crim鐵 嬢総議arrettts in

會 Ω修竃ato,M鬱 鶴《ana's pr‡ sott opuiat‡ ⑬幾  饉

〕資creasedi as has correctiotts spendin隠 .

囲 MOntana's total PrisOn POPulation incrcascd 7 Pcrccnt

bctwccn FY2008 and FY2014,frOm 2,373 to 2,537

PcOple.10

日 TOtal cOrrcctions sPcnding incrcascd 16 Pcrcent during thc

SamC PC面 Od)frOm S157 milliOn tO S182 milliOn.H

Montana's prison population currently
excc彎  移the capac;ty of the stttte's facilities,

and is proieCted to sontlnue to grow.

■As Of2015,Montanat prison POPulatiOn excceds thc statcゝ

facilities'caPaCity of2,573 PcoPIc by 2 Pcrccnt・

覇■le statct PrisOn POPulationヽ currently P10ieCtCd t0

increasc to 3,080 by FY2025,rcaching l19 Pcrccnt of

cxisting caPacity・
12

Native∫ rヽnericans are dispropoFtiOnately

γopr畿 窮輸籟tttd in i現 の動鼈騒nals corr崚 感奪‡onal
faciな 1確 y populatic嬢

“

E In FY2014,Nativc Amcricans accountcd for 7 Pcrccnt Of

thc statc's gcncral PoPulatiOn but cOnsistcd of 17 Pcrccnt Of

thc O17crall adult cOrrcctional facility POpulatiOn.13

Montattals supervも 5ぷゆn pOpulation has decreased

in recent years,yetis pFOleCted tO increase.

鷹 Bctwccn FY2008 and FY2014,MOntanaも PrObatiOn and

ParOIC SuPcrViSion PopulatiOn dccrcascd 5 Pcrccnt,from

8,884t08,437 PcoPL,yet by FY2025,1ヽ PЮjected Ю

grOw by 32 percent,to ll,156 PcOPIc.14

The ttiternative ptacement poPuiation has

inc鮮③晟綺攣醸黒ittnifiCttntty in FeCttnt years and is

P『。l⑫奪えed to gro "

■ lhc numbcr OfPcOplc in altcrnati17c PlaCcmcnts incrcascd

by 25 Pcκ cnt bctwccn FY2008 and FY2014,frOm l,605 to

2,009 pcoメ c,andぉ PrOicctCd tO grOwanothcr 31 PcКcnt by

FY2025,Ю 2,634 PcOメ c」
5 SCC Box:Altcrnativc 

Ⅱχcmcntg

Alternative Placements

People assigned to alternative placements are in residential facilities in the community that include seven prerelease

centers and seven drug and alcohol reatment programs (privately contracted) and the state-run boot camp facilities.t6

These people include those who require treatment or other programming prior to parole, those who have violated

conditions of parole or probation supervision, and those who received a "DOC commit" sentence. [See Box: DOC
Commit Sentences]
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DOC Commit Sentences

In Montana, judges have the option to sentence people convicted of felonies to "DOC commit,"rT in which cases the

DOC has the discretion to determine these individuals' appropriate placement into the corrections system.rs People

who receiye a DOC commit sentence may go to prison, be assigned to an alternative placement, or be placed on

probation supervision. The Missoula Assessment and Sanction Center (MASC), which operates under an agreement

between DOC and the Missoula County Detention Facility, assesses most people sentenced to DOC commit.re

Between FY20l0 and FY20l4, 2l percent of placements from MASC were sent to prison, l0 percent were sent to

prerelease centers, l0 percent were sent to boot camp, and 37 percent were placed in the Connections Corrections

Program, a chemical dependency treatment program.zo Between FY2008 and FY20l4, DOC commit sentences grew

by 7l percent, from 224 rc 933.2\

The Justice Reinvestment Approach

Step l:Andlyπ⑫ d磯竃跛 畿綺  鬱v@l⑥紗 pOtitty o鬱 鸞‡鼈蛉鰺

Undcr thc dircction ofthc COmmisJOn on Sentencing,CSGJustiCC CCntcr starwili conduct a comprchcns市 c analysis Of

criinc,arrest,conviction,scntcncing,PrObatiOn,PrisOn,bchaviOral hcalth,ParOlc,and rccidivism data,using thousands of

individual data rccOrds.Examplcs Ofanalyscs that wiH bc cOnductcd includc thc fb1lowing:suPcrViSiOn,prison,and altcrnativc

placemcnt POpulatiOn trcnds;Icngth Oftirnc scrvcd in PriSOn and on supcrvislon;statutory and adΠ linistrativc Policics;and

availabilly Oftrcatmcnt and PrOgrams to reduce rccid市 ism.

TO thc cxtcnt data arc avJhЫ c,CSGJustた C CCntcr anaいsw‖ JSO asscss how ittny scntcndng tКnds impactsupcr宙 豆o■

PnSOn9 and JternaHvcメ aCCmcnt PoPuLdOns cxメ OrC COntHbuЮ rs tO rcca市 mヽ trcnds and cxamhc counり 1l trcn占・Ъ e

analrCS Will rcsult in indings rclatcd tO thc sourccs ofthc grOwth in PrisOn and altcrnat市 c PlaccmcnI Populations capachy in

PHSOn,jJk,and Jternat市 c PlaCement idhdcs;and cfFcct市 eness Ofagency Pdた にs and Procedures.

To incorPoratC PCrSpcct市 cs and rccOmmcndations frOm across thc statc,thc CSG JustiCC CCntcr will collcct inPut and

rccommcndatiOns ffom criminaljusticc systcm stakchOldcrs,including county attorncys,public dcfcndcrs,judgcs,

law cnfOrccment Ofncials,prObatiOn and ParOle Omcers,beha1710ral hcalth servicc Pro宙 ders,pr市 ate alternat市e facility

contractors,宙 ctims and thdr advocatcs,Lmihcs and advOcatcs OfPcOメ c inv。 市cd wtth thc cHminJ jusdcc systcm,格 c」

。mcials,and Othcrs.

In c011abOratiOn with CSG JustiCC CCntcr statt thc Commission on Scntcncingwill rcvicw thc analyses and dcvc10P datト

drivcn POliCy options fOcuscd on incrcasing public safcty and rcducing sPcnding on cOrrcctions,Policy optiOns wi‖ bc

availablc 10r cOnsidcration bcforc thc ncxt bicnnial lcgislaturc's scssion bcgins in carly 2017

Step 2:Adopt new ρolicies and put reinvestment strategies into place

lfthc POlた y OPtiOnS arc cnactcd as lcgislation,thc CSGJustiCC CCntcrwll workwith MOntana PoLcymakcrs,courts,and

agcncies fOr a period of 12 to 24 mOnths tO translatc thc ncw POliCiCs intO practicc。 コhis assistancc will hcIP cnsurC that rclatcd

PrOgrams and systcm investments achicve prOieCtCd OutcOmes and arc implementcd using thc latcst rcscarch― bascd,data_dr市 en

stratcgics.CSG JustiCC CCntcr stafFwill dcvc10P implemcntation Plans With Statc and loca1 0mcials,PrO宙 dc POlicymakers with

frcqucnt PrOgrcss rcPortS,and dclivcr tcstimony to rclcvant icgislativc committccs.MOntana will alsO havc thc OPPOrtunity to

aPPly fOr fcdcral grant funding to mcct important onc‐ timc implcmcntaJon nccds,such as infOrmatiOn tcchn010gy upgradcs

and Ongoing quality assurancc outcomcs.
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Step 3: Measure performance

Finally, the CSG Justice Center will continue to assist Montana officials by identifying merrics ro assess the impacr
of enacted policies on prison and alternative placement populations; ro derermine rates of reincarceration, criminal
activity, and recidivism; and to develop strategies for monitoring these ourcomes. Typically, rhis includes a "dashboard"

of multiple indicators that make it easy for policymakers to track the changes occurring in various components of the

criminal,iustice system.

Notes
1. Senate Bill 224, Montana Legislature (April 2015), hltos://leqiscan.comlMT/text/

s8224/20i5.
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3, U.S. Department ofJustice, Federal Bureau of lnvestigation, Unified Crime Report
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5.lbid.

6. tbid.
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201 1, 2014) (Helena, MT: Montana Supreme Court, 2008, 201 1, 201 4); The

lVonlana Supreme Court publishes court data for each calendar year.
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DOc,2015).
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17. Montana Code Annolaled 5 a6-18-201(3XaXivXA)

18. lr/ontana Code Annotated 5 46-18-201(3)(a)(ivXA)
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Doc,2015).
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The Council ofSrate Governments (CSG) Justice Center is

a national rronprofit orgunization that serves policvmakers

ar the local, srate, and federal levels from all branches of
government. The CSG Justice Cenrer's work in iusrice
reinvestmenr is done in partnerohip wirh The Pew

Charitable Trusrs and the U.S. Departmenr ofJustice's

Bureau olJustice Assistance. These efforrs have provided

data-driven analyses and policy options to policymakers

in 22 states Foraddirional information aboutJusrice

Rei nvest ment. olease visit . .:t rr:t i. cr (r.r (r.r r ili.

Th is project was supported by Granr No 2013-ZB-BX-K002

awarded by rhe Bureau ofJustice Assistartce. The Bureru

ofJustice Assistarrce is a componenr of the Office ol)usrice

Programs, which also includes the Bureau ofJustice

Srarisrics, the National Institute ofJustice, rhe Office of

Juvenile Jusrice and Dclinquency Prertnrion, rhc Office [or

Vicrims of Crime, and rhe SlvlART Office. Points of view

or opinions in this documenr are those ofrhe aurhor and

do nor necessarilv represenr rhe official position or policies

ofthe U.S. Deparrment ofJustice, To learn more about the

Bureau ofJusrice Assisrance, please visir l,t,:.fot.

Research and analysis described in rhis report has been

funded in part by the public safery performance proiect

ofThe Pew Cheritable Trusts Launched in 2006, Pewt

public safety performance project seeks to help states

advance 6scallv sound, data-driven policies and practices

in sentencing and correcrions that protect public salery,

hold offendes accountabie, and conrrol corrections cosrs.

To learn more about the oroiecr. olease visit o(\\ | ru:(. ori
gi:fqlg.
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